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Happy Father’s Day, Fathers 
Rev. Shannon K. Philio

Assistant Pastor

Father’s Day began in America in 1910 as a day to honor our 

fathers.  After all, did not our Lord even say in His fifth commandment, 

Exodus 20:12, “Honor your father that you may live long in the land the 

Lord your God is giving you?” In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson 

signed a Presidential proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June as 

Father’s Day.  In 1972, President Nixon established a permanent national 

observance of Father’s Day to be held on the third Sunday of June each 

year as a day to honor our fathers.  Rev. Billy Graham once said, “a good 

father is one of the most unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, and yet one of the 

most valuable assets in our society.”  And how true.  Sigmund Freud once 

wrote, “I cannot think of any need in childhood as strong as the need for a 

father’s protection.”  To be sure, our Heavenly Father provides us such 

protection when in Psalm 46:1, we read, “God is our refuge and strength, a 

very present help in times of trouble.” In 1 John 3:1, we read, “How great is 

the love of God our Father that He should lavish on us that we should be 

called children of God.”  And so this Father’s Day, we say, “Happy Father’s 

Day, God our Father, for adopting us into Your family.  Happy Father’s 

Day, God our Father, for the great promise of Hebrews 13:5 that never will  

You leave us, never will You forsake us. We love You! Happy Father’s 

Day!"

Someone has wisely stated that a child is not likely to find a father 



in God unless he or she finds something of God in his or her father.  One of my favorite 

poems this time of the year is a poem entitled, “In Daddy’s Steps,” a poem which 

reminds us that one of our most important responsibilities as fathers and role models is 

to point our children toward God our Father, whether a child is age six or sixty six.  May 

this poem inspire you to Christ-like living in your thoughts, words, and actions always.

“In Daddy’s Steps”

I watched him playing around my door,
My neighbor’s little boy of four.

I wondered why a child would choose
To wear his dad’s old worn-out shoes.

I saw him try with all his might
To make the laces snug and tight.
I smiled to see him walk, and then,

He’d only step right out again.

I hear him say, his voice so glad,
“I want to be just like my dad.”

I hope his dad his steps would choose,
Safe for his son to wear his shoes.

And then a shout and cry of joy,
A “Hello, Dad!” and a “Hi-ya, boy!”

They walked along in measured stride,
Each face aglow with love and pride.

“What have you done today, my lad?”
“I tried to wear your old shoes, Dad.
They’e big, but when I am a man,
I’ll wear your shoes, I know I can.”

They stopped and stood there hand in hand. 
He saw his son’s tracks in the sand.

His words—a prayer—came back to me,
“Lord, let my steps lead him to Thee.
Lord, let my steps lead him to Thee.”

On behalf of Pastor Horn and myself, we wish all our fathers a most blessed 

Father’s Day this month.  And whether you are a father or not, may this poem encourage 

you to shine the light of Jesus always by pointing others toward God our Father Who 

loves us with an everlasting love.
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Dates to Remember for June

June 4            Men’s Breakfast at 8:00am in the Fellowship Hall 

June 5            Communion at morning service 

June 12          Monthly Luncheon after the morning worship service, please bring 
a dish to share

June 19          Evening Communion Service 

June 19          Father’s Day

June  20-24    General Assembly in Birmingham, AL.  Please be in prayer for
this week.

Diane Bowden   4th

Tim Horn   27th
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